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023-0042E
EXPLANATION 04
ACCURACY AND RELIABILITY
The benchmark must include the most important parts of the installation.  In the set up of the benchmark will be indicated which parts of the installation are included in the benchmark and which are not (determine system borders).  The accessibility of data and the method for comparison between the installations are decisively here. 
To find the differences between the installations, especially in the top, the accuracy must be sufficient.  To ensure the accuracy and the completeness of the results, enough process data must be available. 
The available process data must be reliable, this also means that the data must be accessible. The questions in an enquiry form must be unambiguous and relevant; customary physical quantities must be used.  Tests must be carried out to find possible incorrect responses. 
The result of the benchmark must be based on a set of well defined and comparable figures. 
In a benchmark the process installations must be comparable.  The benchmark study gives information about the technological differences between installations, which results in the above mentioned requirements regarding accuracy, completeness and reliability.

Input data must be sufficiently accessible to prevent too many estimations, which reduces the reliability of the benchmark.  This involves that all asked data are monitored directly or indirectly in the companies, or can be looked up rapidly. The accuracy and reliability requirement for the benchmark output is necessary for good mutual comparability of the installations with quotations which have a meaning for the users.






1
	The explanations on the Covenant Benchmarking energy efficiency are drawn up and edited by the Flemish Verification Office. The purpose of these explanations is to inform the reader about a recent version on the interpretation of the covenant’s clauses. Statements of the Commission Benchmarking and recent verification practice are taken into account. The texts will be adapted as a result of advancing insight and experience.
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